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Presidentõs Corner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 The year 2009 was a busy but successful year for our PTA.  Our new fundraiser, 
ά.ƻƻǎǘŜǊǘƘƻƴ Cǳƴ wǳƴέΣ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 
development and physical fitness but it allowed us the ability to raise more funds than ever before.  
We are extremely pleased to announce that with the funds raised, the HCE PTA will be able to 
purchase or donate the following: 

όоύ {a!w¢ .ƻŀǊŘǎϰ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ рύΦ 

άLƳŀƎƛƴŜ LǘΗ Ŝ{ǳƛǘŜέ όŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ-based, fully integrated technology reading program for 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  bƻǘŜτthis was a program that was 
previously supported by CMS but was eliminated due to budget constraints. 

$1,000 to each Specials Area (PE, Art, Music and Technology). 

$3,000 to Media. 

$500 for each grade level. 

The HCE PTA is very grateful for the continued support of parents and the community for Highland 
Creek Elementary School.  We are striving to  ensure that HCE is where children can experience 
success. 

      Sincerely, 
      Gretchen Biedrzycki & Angela Rigsbee 

      PTA Co-Presidents 

ñIf everyone contributes, our PTA can have an awesome year!ò 

PTA Contact List 

Co-Presidents - president@hcepta.org 
Fundraising - fundraising@hcepta.org 

Volunteers - volunteers@hcepta.org 

Communication-newsletter@hcepta.org 

Treasurer - treasurer@hcepta.org 
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PTA Calendar  

 January 
 

 

 

              January 
No School        25 

Pretzel Day        27 

Jan. Birthday Recognition           29                                     

 

 February 
PTA Executive Board Meeting     3 

  6:30 p.m. 

Valentine Exchange       12 

No School        15 

Movie Night        19 

Pretzel Day                        24 

Feb. Birthday Recognition          26 

 

 March 
PTA Executive Board Meeting     3 

  6:30 p.m. 

Father Daughter Dance         6 

PTA General Membership       10 

   Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Movie Night        12 

Special Areas Appreciation 22-26  

Pretzel Day        24 

March Birthday Recognition       26 

The PTA calendar can be viewed in 
its entirety on our website. 

 

 

Our Fall Membership Drive just completed at the end of 2009.  We are proud to 
announce the class/grade winners:   

The Class Winner was Mrs. Hokeõs class.  They will be receiving an ice cream 
sundae partyñWay to GO!  

The Grade Winner is the 1st Grade.  All students in the first grade will receive 
a popcorn partyñWay to Go! 

Our PTA has over 650 members to date.  If you havenõt joined the PTA yet, you 
may still do so.  Just fill out a membership form which can be found in the school 
office or by clicking on this link, 
http://www.hcepta.org/docs/PTA_Parent_Membership_form.pdf   

This January and February, make it your number one resolution to be more 
involved in your childõs educationñby joining PTA.  

 

mailto:president@hcepta.org
mailto:fundraising@hcepta.org
mailto:volunteers@hcepta.org
mailto:newsletter@hcepta.org
mailto:treasurer@hcepta.org
http://www.hcepta.org/docs/PTA_Parent_Membership_form.pdf
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Pretzel Days are here to stayé 

Next Pretzel Day is Wednesday, January 27.   

There is no form needed.  Simply send in $1 for 

each pretzel that you wish to purchase by 

Tuesday, January 26.  Remember, you can 

order more than 1 and freeze for later.  Any 

questions please contact Helen Borbor,  

hborbor@hotmail.com 

A calendar for remaining Pretzel 

Days are as follows: 

2/24, 3/24, 4/28, 5/19 and 6/2.   

 

 

Donõt forget to order your 2009-2010 

yearbook.  Our 2009-10 full color 

yearbook is $15.00 and comes with the 

option to have your childõs name 

stamped on the front for an additional 

$3.00.  Forms will be sent home with 

the students on Thursday, January 28 

and will be due back on Friday, 

February 5. 

Itõs not too late!!!  If you love to 

entertain and plan parties, help plan 

the Winter Wonderland Father -

Daughter Dance!   The more the 

merrier (& easier)!   The next 

planning meeting will be on 

Wednesday, January 27 th  at 6:30 pm 

in the HCE Media Center.   We will be 

discussing refreshments, 

photographers, DJõs & decorations.  

This isnõt a big time commitment if 

there are lots of fun parents to 

help.     If you are unable to attend 

but would still like to be involved, 

please email Lisa Lee,  

volunteers@hcepta.org  
 

 

  The Mom & Son event was  

  a lot of fun.  They had over 

  150 boys and their Moms or 

  Guardians attend this past  

  Sundayõs Checker game.  A 

big thank you to our Mom Son Chair ñ
Chrissy Webb for coordinating this annual 

event for us.  Also, a thank you to Mark at 

the Charlotte Checkers for hosting HCE.  

Congratulations to Daniel McCraw  

(4th, Keene)!  

He was the lucky winner of the Zamboni 

drawing.     

Father Daughter Dance is still in need of the following 
items for decorations.  If you have any of these items 
that we can borrow, weôd greatly appreciate it.  You 

may drop them off in the Parent Center until Jan. 29.  
Please be sure to label the items with your name, your 

childôs name, and their teacherôs name. 

Any questions please contact Lisa Lee, volun-

teers@hcepta.org. 

WISH LIST 

*Artificial Christmas trees (white or green trees 
with white lights) 

*White String lights 

*Lighted yard decorative reindeers 

*Snowflakes or snowflake lights  

mailto:hborbor@hotmail.com
mailto:volunteers@hcepta.org
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    An Eye on School AdministrationAn Eye on School Administration  

Dear Parents, 

    As we begin the new year, I want to share with you some of the special 
accomplishments that we have achieved this school year.  It is such a pleasure to 

work with supportive parents, a dedicated, caring staff and our wonderful students. 

    This school year, we have successfully implemented several innovative 
programs and activities to meet the needs of our children. Study Island, an internet-
based program, is being used at home and school by 3rd ï 5th grade students.  To 
ensure the success of all students, our teachers are implementing inclusive 
practices, differentiated instruction and flexible grouping. Our before-school 
program, Success Academy, will begin in February and will serve selected 
students. Additionally, the Bright Bridges Program will begin 2nd semester and will 
encourage high levels of learning for 4th and 5th graders, as well as motivation and 
encouragement for all students (a special thanks to Mr. Jamal Bright.) We enjoy the 
support and assistance of many community partners and volunteers through the 

FAN Club. 

    Our school is also implementing strategies to ensure that our school has a 
safe, orderly, caring and inviting environment.  Our second grade classes have 
begun the Terrific Kids Character Development Program, which is sponsored by 
the Kiwanis Club.  Also, we have implemented the Positive Behavior Intervention 
and Support (PBIS) Program and our school will be featured in the CMS PBIS 
Newsletter. Each day, on the morning news, the character trait of the month is 
emphasized, and ñMrs. Mannersò shares ñtimely tidbitsò each Tuesday morning to 

encourage the use of good manners. 

    Students have opportunities to become involved in extra activities. Our 
Student Council (comprised of elected 4th and 5th grade students) has had several 
meetings and they are well on their way to finding ideas for our school to be an 
even better place for learning.  Many talented students participate in the Select 
Chorus, which has performed not only for our school, but also for the community.  
Our Holiday Musical Performance by fourth grade students was fabulous. Fifth 
grade students produce our morning news show on HCTV, and many students 
serve on the Safety Patrol.  Several girls participate in the Girls on the Run 
Program to improve their physical fitness and self-esteem.  Also, our students will 
have an opportunity to raise money for the Heart Association by jumping rope 
through the Jump Rope for Heart Program in February. Our Odyssey of the Mind 

Program has begun, thanks to dedicated parent volunteers.  

    Our PTA has had many successful events including a successful, student-
involved fundraiser, Autumn Fest, Fall Craft, Book Fair, Holiday Parties, and 
special appreciation events for our staff.  Through the efforts of the PTA, our school 
has received two SMARTboards, teacher allotments, instructional materials, and 

cultural arts programs. We deeply appreciate all that the PTA has done for HCES! 

    We look forward to continuing the school year with many more exciting 
and rewarding experiences.  As you know, ñIt takes a village to raise a childò.  It 
takes all of us working together to make Highland Creek Elementary ñA Great 
Place for Learning.ò  Thank you for the part you play in this important endeavor. 
Your support and involvement are important. You make a difference in the lives of 

our children 

     Sincerely,    

      Dr. Ann Nivens 

 

 

Participation in Jump Rope for 

Heart is vital to the American 

Heart Associationõs efforts to 

raise dollars that fund lifesaving 

research.  Through this program 
students will learn jump roping 

activities and about heart health 

and how nutrition and physical 

activity can help prevent heart 

disease and stroke.  

 

Information about this event 
went home in your students 

Thursday folders.  The JRFH 

event will be held the week of 

February 22 and all collection 

envelopes are due that week.  If 

you have questions please con-
tact Ann Campbell 

(ann.jarovski@cms.k12.nc.us ) or 

Sarah Viapiano 

(sarah.viapiano@cms.k12.nc.us ) 

 

Thanks for your support!!!  

Upcoming HCE Family Nights: 

 

1/26ñPapa Johnõs  

2/9ñQuiznos 

2/16ñOn the Border 

2/23ñPapa Johnõs  

 

*Remember a percentage of the 
dining proceeds goes directly to 
HCE. 

mailto:ann.jarovski@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:sarah.viapiano@cms.k12.nc.us


 

Highland Creek Elementary | 7242 Highland Creek Parkway | Charlotte, NC 28269 | Tel (980) 343 -1065 | Fax (980) 343 -1066  

This newsletter was created by the PTA Director of Communications, Karen Peterson  

Helping Your PTA Helping Your PTA   

VOLUME 4, Issue 4             Page 4 

Help Areas:  

1. Father Daughter Dance - be a member of 
the committee who is planning this fun event 
for the girls.  Our next committee meeting is 
Wed., January 27.  If you cannot attend, for-
ward your contact information to Lisa Lee, vol-
unteers@hcepta.org. 

2. Father Daughter Dance - we need several 
volunteers to help the day and night of the 
dance, Saturday March 6.  During the day we 
will be decorating and later that night we need 
volunteers to help serve food/refreshments, 
help with check-in and etc.  If you would be 
interested in helping with either, please contact 
Lisa Lee, volunteers@hcepta.org. 

The dance schedule is as follows - 

K-2nd, 5:00-7:00 ; 3th-5th Grade�± 7:30-9:30. 

                     Retail Incentive Winners for December  

   Weatherly Tripp (3rd�² Bloomquist) 

   Sofia Gleason (K�² Vermiere) 

  *Each girl received a gift certificate to the 
Spirit Store to be redeemed for the merchandise of her choice.  
By bringing in items such as box tops, old cell phones, and used 
printer cartridges, your child can get his/her name entered into 
our monthly drawing.  Be sure to mark the student's name and 
teacher on each submission.  Thank you so much for your 
support! 

2009 was a good year for Retail Incentive related 
school earnings, but let's make 2010 our best 
yet!  Did you know that if each student contributed 
two Box Tops a month, our school could earn almost 
$2,000 from General Mills.  That is just one way of 
supporting our school.  Please visit our PTA website 
to see all the ways you can help out! 

Thanks to Our On-going Community Sponsors: 

The UPS Store, Concord Mills Location�³  

Discounted copying 

CMC-University Hospital�³ Medical Supplies for the 

Health Room 

Thank you to all of the Head Room Parents and 
families who helped with the Winter Parties for 
the classes.  The students really enjoyed these 
���v�����Z�����������o�}�š���}�(���(�µ�v�X�����d�Z�]�•���Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���������‰�}�•�•�]���o����

without your time and support. 

HCE needs your help.  In May of 2010 

we will be holding our first produc-

tion, òCinderellaó.  We are looking for the fol-

lowing items to be donated to help with our cos-

tumes:  

Mens/womenõs vest Mens/womenõs suit 

Prom/bridesmaid dresses  long skirts  

Blouses graduation/choir robes, apron  

House coats/flannel night gown, tule, wide 

ribbon  

Large buttons, fringe/cord/tassle, fancy fab-

ric greater than 1/2 yard, patio umbrellas (2) 

and casters with wheels (4)  

*We also would like to borrow and will return 

the following:  bubble machine, fog machine, 

seamstress dummy, wooden bucket/mop.  

Please send all items to the school to the atten-

tion of Mrs. Thomas in first grade.  

A big thank you to Sarah Gugino and Beth 
Smith for helping with HCE check-in at the 
Mom Son Event.  We appreciate your time 
and support. 

HCE could be one of the lucky schools to win 50,000 

Bonus Box Tops.  All you need to do is log on and en-

ter the contest.  Log on to 

www.boxtops4education.com  and follow the Pillsbury 

Dough Boy to the sweep-

stakes entry form.  

 


